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Shrines

Working at the Ballermann also means being visible in a
special way. While the performances of the visitors are
an essential part of everyday practice in public spaces
(such as clubs and at the beach), the staff working in
more secluded, largely invisible spaces (such as toilets)
create their own performances and turn the private into
something public. Instead of being silent and invisible,
the Nigerian women working as cleaning staff interact
with the tourists by singing and joking, and by offering
perfumes, deodorants or sweets to them. Assuming the
role of mothering figures, they create an ambiguous
image of Mami Wata and her altars. The equipment of
their shrines needs to be carefully watched over, because
their customers sometimes steal money, perfumes
or deodorants. After several research stays, we also
discovered other shrines which only became visible at
second or third glance.
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Off-season |
(A, Storch 2017)
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Mami Wata |
(A, Storch 2017)

Off-season |l
(A. Storch 2017)

Circles left by previous displays
of perfumes and finery
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Mami Wata ||

(A.Storch 2016)
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Work ||

(A, Storch 2016)
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Alternative European “shrine” 1
(J. Traber 2017)

Keeping publics apart: Guests only

(A, Storch 2016)

Sign written in German and French, in order Alternative European "shrine’ II
o keep Senegalese street vendors out, (J. Traber 2017)
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Bonjour tristesse: Dancing shrines
(Nassenstein 20106)
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