A NEW FRAGMENT OF ERASISTRATUS’
‘HTQN YI'IEIN QN IIPAT'MATEIA

A previously unknown fragment of text from Book I of
Erasistratus’ 1] t@v vyiewdy mpayuateial) is preserved in a
Laurentian Ms.2) of Galen’s mepi pleforouias mpos * Egaciorpa-
telovg Tovs & ‘Pdupn®). The Ms. is fragmentary and badly
damaged in places, but the recovered material is to be found in
a section of the text?) preserved in all the extant Mss. in the
context of a lengthy quotation by Galen®) from the writings of
Erasistratus. The entire context is illuminated by the reading
of the Laurentian Ms., particularly in that the restored material
provides the necessary antecedents for the sentence which now
follows it: tadTa yap duoiws ... can now be seen to refer to the
restored fragment, where in the reading of the tradition upon
which the Kiihn text is based, the antecedents are missing. The
immediate context within the quotation is given below; the
restored material is underscored. The subject under discussion is
the treatment of plethora.

K XI 238.5-239.4
%oed@y (xal) Qv (xal) iyfbwv xal T Synudrwy TV ueTa
ydlaxtog yovdpov [te] xal dubiov xal mdvtwy T@Y ToLOVTWY

1) On the form of the title of Erasistratus’ book, cf. R.Fuchs, Erasi-
stratea quae in librorum memoria latent congesta enarrantur. Diss. Leipzig. 1892,
p. 15. The original work was in two books; Galen’s reference (K XI 235.
13) is to T( EOTEQW TAOY VyLewdw.

2) Laurentianus plut. LXXIV. 22. The Ms. is of the fourteenth
century, as is Ambrosianus gt. 129, the exemplar of the remainder of the
extant Mss. For a complete catalogue of the Mss. see my article “Critical
Notes on Galen’s De Venae Sectione Adversus Erasistrateos Romae Degentes
[K X1 187-249)” Classical Quarterly XXIII (1973) 369—374. An examination
of the omissions and corruptions of the text reveals that while L and A are
descended from a common ancestor, L is the sole representative of a
separate branch of the stemma. Other abbreviations used in this article:
S = the Aldine edition of 1525; edd. = consensus of all editions including
the Basil (1583), Chartier (1679), and Kithn (1826).

3) K XTI 187-249.

4) K XI 238.

5) K XTI 236-239.
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1 ¢av L: deest AUM edd.: xai inserui post xgedw Eynu(@)tav A
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LAUM edd. 6 owp(a)re A prf mor L. %0 mov L 76udfect L 10xai ante
ndor L edauueic L 11 ano] an’ L v dAAo] GAA6 Te L 12 dradeimovres L
13 7} ser.: 7&¢ LAUM edd. 14 AapPdvnoar L: Aaufdvyrar AUM: Aaufdvovrar
edd.: post ouwvia in Mss. et edd.; transposui post adraw v. 14 14 avadidduev(a)
L: gradeddueva A Todg protij U 15 dotéga dotordy S 16 owu(a)ros A

Meat, ¢ggss), fish, vegetables cooked with milk, gruel, fine
meal cake, and all foods of this sort should be avoided during
the period stated or should be used in very small amounts
during the course of this treatment so that the plethora that has
begun may be safely overcome. And for those for whom
physical exercise is not customary, there is no advantage in
embarking upon more exercises lest ever at the onset of illness
there be fatigne in addition to the pre-existent condition, but rather
embark upon a course of inducing perspiration, bathing, and fasting.
The foregoing equally effect safe evacuations in most cases.
It is beneficial to all who vomit easily to vomit after dinner,
even if they are unsuited to any other treatment, leaving no
great interval of time after the meal in order that the food be
undigested at the time of the vomiting and that the nutritive
element of the food not be reveived (by the body) long before

6) The word @v occurs only in L.
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the vomiting. On the following day take a midday meal and

induce sweating and bathe. When the body is evacuated and

the plethora reverses its course, return in a short while to the
usual diet.
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11 Rhein. Mus. f. Philol. N. F. CXX, 2



