Issue
2013

GENDER FORUM

An Internet Journal for Gender Studies

Gender and Consumerism

Edited by
Prof. Dr. Beate Neumeier

ISSN 1613-1878




Editor

Prof. Dr. Beate Neumeier

University of Cologne
English Department
Albertus-Magnus-Platz
D-50923 KéIn/Cologne
Germany

Tel +49-(0)221-470 2284
Fax +49-(0)221-470 6725
email: gender-forum@uni-koeln.de

Editorial Office

Laura-Marie Schnitzler, MA
Sarah Youssef, MA
Christian Zeitz (General Assistant, Reviews)

Tel.: +49-(0)221-470 3030/3035
email: gender-forum@uni-koeln.de

Editorial Board

Prof. Dr. Mita Banerjee,
Johannes Gutenberg University Mainz (Germany)

Prof. Dr. Nilufer E. Bharucha,
University of Mumbai (India)

Associate Prof. Dr. Carmen Birkle,
Philipps-Universitat Marburg (Germany)

Prof. Dr. Ingrid Hotz-Davies,
Eberhard Karls University Tibingen (Germany)

Prof. Dr. Ralph Poole,
University of Salzburg (Austria)

Prof. Dr. Kathryn Schaffer,
University of Adelaide (Australia)

Prof. Dr. Chris Weedon,
Cardiff University (UK)

Editorial Deadlines

Spring Issue:
abstracts (October 1),
completed papers (January 1)

Summer Issue:
abstracts (January 1),
completed papers (April 1)

Fall Issue:
abstracts (April 1),
completed papers (July 1)

Early Career Researchers Special Issue:
abstracts (May 1),
completed papers (August 1)

Winter Issue:
abstracts (July 1),
completed papers (October 1)

About

Gender forum is an online, peer reviewed academic
journal dedicated to the discussion of gender issues. As
an electronic journal, gender forum offers a free-of-
charge platform for the discussion of gender-related
tfopics in the fields of literary and cultural production,
media and the arts as well as politics, the natural
sciences, medicine, the law, religion and philosophy.
Inaugurated by Prof. Dr. Beate Neumeier in 2002, the
quarterly issues of the journal have focused on a
multitude of questions from different theorefical
perspectives of feminist criticism, queer theory, and
masculinity studies. gender forum also includes reviews
and occasionally interviews, fictional pieces and poetry
with a gender studies angle.

Opinions expressed in articles published in gender forum
are those of individual authors and not necessarily
endorsed by the editors of gender forum.

Submissions

Target articles should conform to current MLA Style (8th
edition) and should be between 5,000 and 8,000 words in
length. Please make sure to number your paragraphs
and include a bio-blurb and an abstract of roughly 300
words. Files should be sent as email atftachments in Word
format. Please send your manuscripts to gender-
forum@uni-koeln.de.

We always welcome reviews on recent releases in
Gender Studies! Submitted reviews should conform to
current  MLA Style (8th edition), have numbered
paragraphs, and should be between 750 and 1,000
words in length. Please note that the reviewed releases
ought to be no older than 24 months. In most cases, we
are able to secure areview copy for confributors.

Article Publishing

The journal aims to provide rapid publication of research
through a continuous publication model. All submissions
are subject to peer review. Arficles should not be under
review by any other journal when submitted to Gender
forum.

Authors retain copyright of their work and arficles are
published under a Creative Commons licence.

There are no submission or page charges, and no colour
charges.



Detailed Table Of Contents

Editorial

Susanne Schmitz and Julia Kéni: Feminism from a New Perspective: the
Single Girl and Bachelor Phenomena

Svetlana Asanov. Consumerism and Madness in Mary Harro®merican
Psycho

Ole Reinscl: Flapper Girls: Feminism and Consumer Society enl#20s

Rosemary Onyang: (Review): The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks

List of Contributors

11

31

41

46



Editorial
1 We live in an increasingly materialistic socigtywhich nearly everything is for sale.
The effects of this development are ambivalent: laviwe can pick and choose the
accoutrements that best fit our lives and the imagewant to project, the ability to fulfill
those wishes and goals is still impacted and didtdty our class status, our gender, our
sexual orientation and our race. What | can consdapends on the amount of currency |
have — be it social, cultural or monetary. And wiitle freedom to consume also comes the
pressure to do so. Membership and acceptance omananity can be dependent on our
ability to buy the latest fashion and the neweslgga or to travel to the hippest vacation spot.
And this pressure, too, is gendered: adhering tautyestandards, for a woman, often
involves footing the bill for expensive make-upotbles, gym memberships or even plastic
surgery. In this issue afender forumthe contributors discuss various aspects of coesu
culture and examine the myriad and often problematays in which consumption and
gender are interrelated.
2 In the article “Feminism from a New PerspectiVédre Single Girl and Bachelor
Phenomena”, Susanne Schmitz and Julia Kénig shreé sew light on the rise of consumer
culture after the second world war and describewhgs in which the economic situation
enabled women to establish themselves in the war&fand thus gain an independence they
had never enjoyed before.
3 Situated in a different watershed era, in thentiag 1980s, the filnAmerican Psycho
focuses on the negative effects of consumerisnennilieu of the so-called "yuppies". In
her the article “Consumerism and Madness in Maryrétes American Psychp Svetlana
Asanova traces the debilitating pressure to confamd the resulting superficiality that drive
the protagonist of the movie to murder. Here, timu$ lies on the male psyche, as "engaging
in commodified recreational activities startedded its stigma as being a women’s domain”,
and men began to be specifically targetetd as enesiin the second half of the 19th
century.
4 In the third contribution, Ole Reinsch discuses phenomenon of théapper girl.
With a side-by-side analysis @&pperdomin the US and in Germany, he tries to anwer the
guestion as to whether this consumption-orientgutageh to femininity with its focus on
physical appearance has feminist potential. "Thes@en’s hedonism is highly marked by
consumption: consumption of mass industrial praslucbnsumption of mass culture and

mass media, consumption of urban nightlife, congionpof sexuality”, he writes. But did



this, albeit temporary, freedom to consume contebio the goals of the women's and
suffragette’s movements?

5 This issue also features a review by Rosemarya@uy, who discusses the bobhke
Immortal Life of Henrietta Lackby Rebecca Skloot. Here, too, questions of possessd
consumption are considered, as Skloot examinekf¢hef Lacks, whose cells were used for
medical research without her knowledge or conskatks and her family were never
reimbursed, though the research with her cellsyifedded numerous marketable results. Do
we have a right to our own body? Does this rigtieea beyond death, and does it include
tissue that was removed? Crucial to these congdidesaare the facts of Lack's status as a

poor, black woman, which Skloot also takes intcoaot in her analysis.



