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Editorial

1 Gender Studies is not only a means that allows us the examination of social norms
pertaining what it means to be a ‘woman’ or a ‘man’, it is also not merely a means to challenge
or contest those meanings. More than anything gender studies continues to be critical in the
pursue of social, economic, and political justice for all. A means to investigate the production,
reproduction and (more often than not) the resistance to norms that produce inequalities. Also,
it is of utmost importance to understand that the gender binary is a Western concept and that
historically speaking, gender has always been fluid and must maintain to be viewed so.

2 Gender studies has come increasingly under attack by opponents outside (and inside)
of academia for the better part of the last two decades. However, the ongoing criticism has
reached a new peak when in 2018 Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orban deemed the field as
“an ideology, not a science”, signing a decree banning gender studies and the “madness”
surrounding it from Universities across the country (Verseck). The ‘logic’ and rhetoric used by
the government was and still is appalling, however, other critics quickly followed into what
has become widely known as the anti-gender movement, spearheaded by conservative
Christian groups, right-wing populist, nationalists and a collation of varying far right groups
across Europe, the US and Latin America as well as elsewhere (cf. Dahl and Kennedy-Macfoy).
3 The individual choice of gender must remain an expression of not only personal but
also social freedom and gender studies is one of the most important fields to continuously fight
for gender diversity, the freedom of choice and expression for all, as well as the constant pursue
of fairness and equality for minority groups. The ongoing fostering of new gender research as
well as the constant critical reflections on the role of women and other disadvantaged groups,
underlines the fields continuing relevance across all fields and in activism. The spike of hate
crimes towards sexual minorities, the rollback on transgender rights during the Trump
administration, the gender pay gap, the Black Lives Matter movements and many more issues
reflect that gender studies maintains central in academia as well as in everyday life.

4 This special issue is dedicated to highlight the relevance and importance of Gender and
Queer Studies with regard to recent and contemporary academic literature. We have only
included two articles in this issue, as we wanted to focus on reviewing relevant contemporary
academic work in Gender and Queer Studies. The first contribution is by Dirk Schulz,
managing director of GeStiK, the Gender Studies Centre at the University of Cologne. He
focuses on the relevance of Gender and Queer studies in academia, taking into account not only

the political and social scope of the field but also interrogating the ‘fear’ of the queer. The



second contribution is by graduate student Robyn Dudic who also co-edited this issue. Dudic
investigates non-binary characters in speculative fiction, not only addressing one of literatures
most beloved and popular areas but also emphasising evolving gender roles in fantasy
literature. Our reviews cover a wild field, ranging from mental health, over education and
media to economy and politics. We have included handbooks, articles as well as monographies
to underline the breadth and depth of research and expertise in this important field. With this
issue we aim to emphasize not only the necessity of research in the field of Gender and Queer
Studies, but we also want to draw on contemporary issues that reflect the importance of an

ongoing discourse on a global scale.
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